
Denver & Rio Grande Western
Modelling the Prototype



Many Railroads & beyond Colorado...

·Denver & Rio Grande
ƁD&RGW, D&RG, RGW 

ƁRailroad, Railway, etc

·Colorado & Southern
ƁC&S, DL&G, DB&W, CC, DSP&P

·Colorado Midland

·Rio Grande Southern

·Uintah

·Other protagonists
ƁAT&SF, UP, Missouri Pacific, Rock Island

ƁAnd more



The Journey

· How...
ƁThe path to model a US prototype & Colorado in particular.

· Why...
ƁDoes Colorado Railroading have such a following?
ƁHistory, romance & Louis LôAmour?

· Where
ƁIs Colorado?
ƁWhy does the D&RG encroach on New Mexico and Utah?
ƁWhere did the rails get to?

· What
ƁMining ïtimber ïoil ïbridge route?
ƁSan Juan, South Park or more northerly aspirations?
ƁNarrow Gauge or the other one?

· When
ƁThe early days? (1880 ï1890)
ƁTurn of which century? (1890 ï1920)
ƁMid- life crises? (1920 ï1940)
ƁThe narrow gauge decline or the mainline boom? (1940 ï1986)
ƁFalling Flags? (1986 ï2008)



How?
The pathway to a lifetime hobby.



The usual childhood upbringing for a 
baby - boomer...

Disneyland

Meccano

Hornby Trains

The Lone Ranger & 
Tonto

Marklin SophisticationSlot Cars

Tinker Toys



An easy decision at the time

In the eyes of a 21 -year old:
ƁThe NZ hobby scene
¶All kit based
¶Clumsy & expensive Sn3½ white metal kits
¶Badly made models on poor running layouts
¶9mm just starting (if you had a lathe...)

ƁNZR 4 -wheel wagons and dirty dull diesels
¶Not appreciated at the time

ƁNZ scenery on a cloudy day
¶Wet ïwindy ïgrey ïcold
¶And so was the look and feel of the NZGR

ƁEnough US modellers to start their own convention in 1979 
(AMRA)
¶Limited availability of RTR US prototype models
¶Big, brash and looked like a model (not like Triang

Hornby )


